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Why reward is only for olom Haboh 
THE Torah proclaims Kel emunoh ve’en ovel tzaddik 
veyoshor Hu. Rashi explains Kel emunoh refers to 
Hashem being trustworthy to repay the tzaddikim for 
their righteousness in full in olom haboh.

The Chofetz Chaim asks a famous question and 
answers it with a moshol. Since Chazal tell us all the 
pleasure in this world isn’t equal to the reward of even 
the smallest mitzvah, surely it would make sense to 

repay a person in this world for one small mitzvah 
so he can live a life of peace wealth and serenity, and 
then he’d receive reward for all the other mitzvos he’s 
done in the next world!

He answers with a moshol: A group of children 
were on their way home from school when one of 
them found a one hundred dollar note on the ground. 

In those days you could buy a house with a hundred 
dollars so it really was a fortune! They knew it was a 
lot of money and dreamt of what they could buy with 
it. So they all bundled into the local candy store and 
asked the shopkeeper what they could buy.

He told them that for that $100 bill each child could 
fill a bag with as many candies as he could carry no 
matter what kind! So each of the five children filled a 
bag with candies of all colours, shapes and sizes and 

happily hauled them home.
When the boy who found 
the money arrived home, 
his father asked him where 
he’d got the candies and he 
told his father he’d found 
one hundred dollars. 
Immediately the father 
marched his son to the 
candy store and confronted 
the shopkeeper. “My son 
gave you one hundred 
dollars- is that correct?”
“Yes indeed!” answered the 
store owner. “I’d like that 
money back!” said the father.
“But that’s my money!” said 
the storekeeper “Your son 
used it to purchase bags of 
candies for himself and all 
his friends!”
The father retorted “That’s 
thievery! You know the value 
of one hundred dollars and 
you knew that all the candies 
they could carry weren’t 
worth even one dollar!”
“But they were content 
with the sale, they were 
overjoyed!” said the 
storekeeper.

The father retorted angrily “But they’re children, 
what do they know about the value of money? You 
manipulated them and took advantage of their 
innocence! Even if they insisted-you should have 
refused the sale!”

There’s no doubt the father is right! Similarly it 
is with us, since all we understand is ‘candy’. All we 

vanities of this world
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appreciate is the deception of wealth and beauty. Do 
we have any understanding of the worth of a mitzvah? 
Can we even imagine eternal reward?

If we were to arrive in shomayim and find our reward 
has been lessened because we received it in this world 
we would be pained forever! When we ask where the 
reward for a certain mitzvah is and they tell us we already 
received it in this temporary world, our frustration 
will be eternal! Even when they tell us we asked for it 
ourselves, we’ll answer back and claim “We were blind 
idiots! We didn’t know what 
eternity was, how could you 
accept our request?!!”

That’s what’s meant by 
adding Ein ovel- Hashem 
refuses to swindle you even 
when you ask for it, tzaddik 
veyoshor Hu – for He is 
righteous and straight!

THE possuk states yizbechu 
lashedim lo Elokah- they give 
offerings to the evil spirits 
not to Hashem. A fascinating 
story is related in yalkut mam 
loez about a Jew who travelled 
to a distant land where the 
natives worshiped fire.

These people would literally 
throw themselves into a fire and they believed if they 
died in this way they’d be saved from gehinom.

This travelling Jew found a place to rest in the house 
of an old man. When he wanted to leave, he was told 
the dark paths leading out of the city were dangerous 
as highwaymen were lying in wait to ambush anyone 
with valuables to steal.

So he left all his property with the old man as 
these people were known to be trustworthy. He then 
continued on his way since he knew the highwaymen 
would only attack travellers laden with goods.

A few days later he returned to the house of the 
old man to retrieve his property but they told him the 
man had thrown himself into the fire and died. He 
asked them where his valuables were and they told 
him they had no idea.

When he started to cry about his loss they told him 
not to worry “In three days time he’ll return to us to 
tell us how to divide up his property. That’s the custom 
here- anyone who dies in the fire returns three days 
later to his family for a visit!”

The Jew waited for three days and the old man 

returned and rejoiced with his family and instructed 
them how to divide up his property! When the Jew 
asked him where his valuables were, the old man went 
over to a drawer, took them out and handed them over.

 The Jew asked “Is it true you threw yourself 
into the fire, and if so why?”

The man replied “Yes it’s true! I did it because 
someone who offers himself into the fire gets saved 
from gehinom and receives atonement for his sins! 
Now please leave me as I must return to my place”

The Jew asked where he was 
going to which he replied 
“I’m going to the end of the 
world to jump into gehinom 
and from there I go straight 
to heaven.
The Jews asked to accompany 
him to see how he jumps 
into gehinom. But the man 
told him that if he came with 
he too would have to offer 
himself to the fire.
The Jew replied “I’m still 
young and I want to live. 
However I do want to see so I 
can decide for myself ”
The man said “If you’re not 
sure, then don’t come with 

me! But when he turned to go the Jew stuck with him. 
Even when he told him again and again to leave the 
Jew said “What do you care? I’m not scared; I want to 
see this trick!”

The man asked “Are you Jewish?” and he answered 
“Yes, I’m a Jew the son of a Jew!”

The man then said “If so then you can know that 
I’m not a man but a sheid (spirit). I’ve been sent here to 
trick the fools who leave the service of the Living G-D, 
Master of the universe, and instead they serve fire. 
When one of them throws himself into the fire I return 
three days later in his disguise and visit his family 
and instruct them about his will. I then tell them how 
great he is for dying in the fire. This way I succeed in 
destroying them in this world and the next! In fact not 
only do we have tricks with this religion, but with all 
the idol worshippers we have tricks and schemes to 
destroy them. However we have no permission to trick 
Jews who believe in the Creator and who accepted 
upon themselves His Torah and His mitzvos”

When the Jew heard this he rejoiced and went on 
his way!  Adapted by Rabbi Doniel Hool 
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