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The Judgment of Hashem is True
While we are now standing trial, we must remember 
the words of the Chofetz Chaim ztz”l: Hashem 
conducts His world with an exact accounting. What 
we don’t understand, what we wonder at is the result 
of our not seeing everything behind the scenes. To 
what does this compare? To a guest who arrives 
in town and goes to pray at the Great Synagogue. 
After the prayers, he goes over to the gabbai and 
compliments him on the prayers and the shul’s 
organization and adds, “But one thing bothered 
me. I see such impeccable order here but during the 
Torah Reading, all pandemonium broke loose. One 
person was called from one side of the room, and 

then you skipped a few people and called another 
and then you skipped over to the other side of the 
shul, with no consistency.”

The gabbai answered, “You’re a Shabbos guest, 
therefore you don’t understand and see only disorder. 
But were you the gabbai you would know when 
everyone had a Yahrzeit and had you been praying 
here regularly, you would know that everything 
is in perfect order and that the people who were 
skipped had recently been called up to the Torah or 
that the Yahrzeits of their parents will be soon and 
then they’ll receive an aliyah. Those who were called 

hadn’t had an aliyah for a long time or they have a 
Yahrzeit or they’re about to go on a trip. Everything 
is calculated to the last detail.”   

Thus, we too have come to the world for a few 
decades. We cannot pretend to understand its order 
why one person has it good and another bad. We 
don’t know what they deserve and we don’t know 
the accounting of the previous generations, who 
merits chesed for thousands of generations and who 
receives punishment for generations. And we don’t 
know the secret of reincarnation.

Moshe Rabbeinu hinted at it in his song, “The 
Rock! – perfect is His work, for all His paths are 
justice, a G-d of faith without iniquity, righteous and 

fair is He.” 
Once the Chofetz Chaim traveled to the train 

station in Beston in the wagon of Reb Avraham, the 
wagon driver from Radin. Reb Avraham unburdened 
his bitter heart to Rabbeinu: “Did you know, Rebbi, 
this horse was bought with charity that the city’s 
people donated to me after his predecessor suddenly 
dropped dead.”

“Baruch Hashem, Hashem took away  and Hashem 
gave back,” answered the Chofetz Chaim. “The main 
thing is you have a horse to pull the wagon.”

“That’s true, Rebbi,” Agreed the wagon driver, “But 
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what heartache I had! How much pain I suffered! 
And it’s no big honor to receive charity… Why was 
it decreed upon me, a poor Jew who wants to earn a 
living from the sweat of his brow to suffer like this in 
addition to the stress of earning a living?”

“You pray Minchah every day, don’t you? Rabbeinu 
answered, “And you say every day: “Righteous is 
Hashem in all His ways.” You know that wagon drivers 
have their own tests. Sometimes they set a price with 
customers in advance and at the end, they ask for 
more. Sometimes they send 
their horse to graze in another 
field, or they take some straw 
for them without permission. A 
penny here, a penny there and 
in Heaven everything is written 
down. When the tally reaches 
the price of a horse, the horse 
dies. It’s clearly written: “One 
who amasses wealth unjustly; 
in the middle of his days it will 
leave him.” The wagon driver 
grew thoughtful. It was true. 
But suddenly he protested, “But 
Rebbi, you don’t own a wagon! 
Why was your fur coat stolen 
in the train station in Vilna last 
winter?!

Rabbeinu let out a deep sigh: “And why do you think 
only wagon drivers have tests that they sometimes 
fail? I have my own failures. I deal in business. Selling 
books is also business. Sometimes, there’s a torn page 
in the book, sometimes there’s a mistake. Although, 
I do try to proofread the book while it’s still at the 
printers, and I go over every book before I sell it, still 
man is only human. And you can’t be completely 
careful. Some of the buyers didn’t mind the mistake 
and others were embarrassed to ask for their money 
back. But in Heaven, a careful accounting is kept. 
“The Rock! – perfect is His work, for all His paths are 
justice” (The New Chofetz Chaim, Mayim Chayim).

We Are Weighed on Rosh Hashana
The astrological sign for the month of Tishrei is Libra 
(the scales). That’s very symbolic for the month of 
judgment. On the Day of Judgment, our mitzvoth are 
weighed against our sins and if the side of mitzvoth 
is greater, a person is judged for a good year, for life 
and peace.  Obviously, this scale weighs quality not 

quantity. One mitzvah done with enthusiasm and 
whole-heartedly despite the hardship and with self-
sacrifice “outweighs” many sins. As the Mishnah 
says, the reward is according to the pain. 

But the scales also have a piercing depth. The 
mitzvoth are mine. And the sins are mine. If so, 
then I am the one put on the scales, split in half. 
Not only me but all my friends. And what this 
means is that no one is black or white. Not me and 
not anyone else. Not gray and not spotted. He has 

both black and white. He has 
shadows and he has light. And 
our entire purpose and being is 
aimed at increasing the light, to 
lessen the shadows to make an 
effort so that the scale will tip 
in our favor. This is especially 
true when we judge others. 
We are used to judging others 
quickly and making sweeping 
judgments – innocent or guilty. 
If someone hurts us and we 
respond sharply, we judge him 
liable and because we judged 
the act negatively, we’ve judged 
him negatively and cut all ties 
with him. Why? We are all both 
black and white; we are on both 

sides of the scale. True, he showed us his dark side at 
that moment, but don’t we too have a dark side? And 
doesn’t he have a  side of light?

This Mishna tells us to “Judge the entire person 
favorably (Avoth 1:6) The Sfas Emes ztz”l explained: 
Even if he commits an act that is entirely wrong focus 
on the criticism. Judge the act negatively, but don’t 
negate the whole person. The total person should be 
judged favorably. Yom Kippur doesn’t atone until a 
person’s been forgiven by those he’s wronged. In the 
past, it was the custom to send New Year’s cards. Not 
only to family but to whomever might have wronged 
him. Anyone between whom a mountain might have 
sprung up (as it says in the Gemmora Hulin 7). In other words, 
even if I saw his bad side, I acknowledge his good 
side and I hope that his good side will determine and 
merit a good year.

And this will also be a merit for me because 
whoever judges his friend favorably, Hashem will 
judge him favorably (Shabbos 127) and will highlight his 
good points (Ma’ayan Hamoed).

   From the Book
"אורחות צדיקים 
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