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Shabbos Chol Hamoed Succothאנגלית

The Hardest Mitzvah
The students of the Vilna Gaon ztz”l asked: “What is 
the hardest mitzvah in the Torah?” The Gaon’s answer 
surprised them. “The hardest mitzvah to keep,” he said 
definitively, “is ‘You will rejoice in your festival and you 
will be completely joyous.’”

Simcha is a mitzvah. It’s a Torah obligation to be 
continually joyful for eight days, 200 hours, 11,500 
minutes. The children are fighting, the wife is annoyed, 
the mother-in-law is on the way, the lulav is invalidated 
and the food is cold. There’s a flat tire, the electric bill 
arrived and you can’t get mad, you can’t be sad. Not only 
that, but you have to make everyone else happy too. The 
husband gladdens his wife (Kiddushin 34) and children.

A related story:
The Second World War broke out. Jewish blood 

flowed like water. Refugees gathered in the United States 

all of whom had relatives in Europe that was going up 
in flames. The tzaddik Rabbi Pinchas David HaLevi 
Horowitz, The Bostonner Rebbi ztz”l, set his table for 
Simchas Torah. He fired up those present who broke out 
in  tremendous song. Suddenly a voice of protest rose 

from a broken heart, the heart of a son anxious about 
the fate of his parents “Rebbi, in Europe Jewish blood is 
spilling, and here there’s singing?!”   

Immediately the singing stopped and everyone 
looked ashamed. How could they forget their tragedy, 
distract themselves from the suffering of their families?

And in the silence the Rebbi’s voice was heard quoting 
the words of the Rambam ztz”l, at the end of the laws of 
lulav, when he mentions Simchas Beis Hashoeva: “The 
happiness that a person feels in doing the mitzvah and 
in loving Hashem, Who commanded it, is a great act of 
divine service.” And then he asked, “Is happiness work, 
toil and burden? It breaks out of us, it sings, it flows and 
we break out in a dance.

“It’s precisely about our time that the Rambam is 
speaking, a time of darkness and gloom, grief and despair. 
When our eyes tear and our hearts are heavy, when we 

are choked with sighs, then happiness is work, hard work. 
Jews who gave their lives to serve Hashem throughout 
the generations will also give their lives to rejoice and 
celebrate. Let us rejoice for our Creator.  And the merit 
of our mitzvah will forge a path above and tilt the scales 



 אוצרות • רח' הרב רוזובסקי 7 בני-ברק 51526 • טל. 052-7660222 • פקס. 03-6197222 • חשבון בנק הדואר: 4176112 • ניתן להזמין בשפות: עברית, אנגלית, צרפתית רוסית וספרדית, וגם לחו"ל. יו"ל לע"נ רחמים בן שולמית ורונן בן רחמים ז"ל ת.נ.צ.ב.ה

  e.mail: otzarot@actcom.co.il   •  www.otzarot.com  •  Printed in Israel. 

for our loved ones towards life.” And the singing resumed 
and burned, a song of joy and supplication. 

The strength of Israel is holy. Who is like you Israel?. 
Let us thank Hashem, Who is good, that we live in a 
period of chesed and that our joy isn’t “hard work”. But 
if it isn’t “hard work” for us it is still is a bit of work. To 
overcome moments of sorrow and grief, depression and 
sadness and to simply fulfill, “You will be completely 
joyous.” We will be happy and we will make others 
happy.   

From this mitzvah we see that mitzvoth also relate 
to a person’s feelings, not only actions and demands 
complete self-control to the point that he is forbidden to 
be sad even for a moment for an entire week! 

Hashem doesn’t demand of us more than we can do. 
Let us try and succeed. (Maayan Hamoed).  

You Mustn’t Render Judgment Alone
The Gaon HaTzaddik Rabbi 
Chaim Chizkiya Hori ztz”l 
related the famous story about 
two brothers. The first studied 
and became a famous rabbi, 
honored and esteemed. The 
second turned to business and 
was ignorant and simple. One 
day he asked his wife, “Tell me, 
why does everyone give honor to 
my brother and not to me?” She 
answered, “Because he is a rabbi 
and judge and meticulous in his 
mitzvah observance.” He said to 
himself. “I will be meticulous like 
him and they will honor me.”

He went to his brother to imitate his actions. He 
saw his sister-in-law bring him a question regarding a 
chicken. He looked at it and said, “It is kosher but I will 
still not eat from it because I don’t eat from meat that 
had a question brought about it.” 

It was erev Succoth. The Rebbebtzin announced that 
their sons had put up the Succah according to halachah. 
The Judge reminded his wife not to bring pots into the 
Succah out of respect.

The older brother decided that he now knew enough. 
He returned home and told his wife not to bring pots into 
the Succah and he went to the synagogue to pray. When 
he returned home, his wife said to him, “You know, our 
Succah was almost invalidated! Our daughter brought in 
a pot. I got angry and sent her to ask the Rav if the Succah 
was now not valid because of it and he said it wasn’t.”

He turned pale and said seriously, “It’s true the Succah 
is kosher but I am meticulous in mitzvah observance and 
I won’t eat from something about which a question was 
asked. – therefore we won’t eat in the Succah tonight!” 
And because of his knowledge and meticulousness, they 

ate the first night of Succoth in their house.  
Many times people make their own decisions about 

questions instead of asking a certified rabbi and end up 
going against halachah.  For example, a person hesitates 
participating in a Torah class because he’s tired from 
working all day. He may even doze off. He doesn’t know 
how pleasing his participation is to Hashem because 
he’s tired, especially because he’s tired and even when he 
dozes! The midrash says that Hashem gathers the saliva 
from their lips when they doze and will make the dew 
that in future will resurrect the dead. 

The Chofetz Chaim emphasized, it is forbidden for a 
man to think he stands on the same level of Rabbis and 
Judges.

He would relate a story he heard from HaGaon 
Hatzaddik Rebbi Velvele ztz”l, the Maggid of Vilna. In 
a remote village there lived a few Jewish families, not 
more than ten, all of them ignorant farmers whose 

knowledge didn’t extend 
beyond Pirkei Avot. One of 
them understood the calendar 
and would determine the 
time of the molad in Blessing 
the New Month. He also new 
many customs, some from 
his father’s house and some 
he learned himself. The other 
villagers honored him and 
began calling him Rebbi. At 
the beginning he protested, 
then he got used to it and then 
he was proud of his title to 
honor his family. Fortunate is 
the one who bore him that her 

son is a Rabbi in Israel. 
Once, this villager was invited to Vilna and went 

to pray in the Beis Midrash of the Gaon ztz”l. He saw 
people studying and from the corner, a tumult erupted. 
A group was struggling in a Torah debate. One says this 
way and the other says that way. One brings evidence 
to support their views and the other brings evidence of 
their views. The villager, who always hated arguments, 
got angry. In his position as Rav he knew that Torah 
Scholars bring peace into the world. He decided to 
make peace. He would listen to their arguments and 
decide who was correct. Confidently he approached. He 
listened but didn’t understand a thing. In the meantime, 
one of the students noticed him. He greeted him and 
asked his name.  He told him his name and where he 
was from.

“And what do you do?” he asked.
“I am the local Rabbi,” he answered proudly.
“If so, please tell us your opinion on this matter.”
And his ears burned red from embarrassment. (New 

Chafetz Chaim, Mayim Chaim) 
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