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Succoth        אנגלית

Food for Thought
The four species, say Chazal are symbolic of the 
Jewish people at their different levels: Torah scholars, 
performers of Mitzvoth, both and neither.

However, looking at the laws of the four species reveals 
a significant difference between them. The arava, which 
represents the simplest of the people, has almost nothing 
which invalidates it. If its head hasn’t been cut off and its 
leaves haven’t dried or fallen off, it’s kosher.  The hadas, 
symbolizing those who perform mitzvoth and do acts of 
kindness, has more laws applicable to it. Its length must be 
covered in triple leaves. The lulav, which represents Torah 
scholars, has even more mitzvoth. It must be straight, 
covered in leaves and closed at the top. But even that 
doesn’t come close to the laws governing the esrog. The 
esrog symbolizes the cream of the crop, those who possess 

both Torah and Mitzvoth. It has to be the glory of citrus 
fruit. Teachers’ hands are full - the esrog is in their left hand 
and the magnifying glass in their right, scutinizing. Is that a 
black dot? Is that a scratch? Is it on the outside or the inside?  
The lulav is spotted and dotted and no one gives it a second 

thought but a black dot on the esrog is liable to invalidate it. 
And therein lies the lesson. The higher you elevate yourself, 
the greater you become, the more is expected of you. 

When the Chofetz Chaim ztz”l was in Warsaw, a 
father approached Rabbeinu with his son, a boy of 10. 
He complained that the boy had no desire to learn and 
asked for his blessing.

Rabbeinu’s first question was, whether he had the 
tools to learn, did he have a good mind?

“That’s the problem,” said the father. “The teachers 
say that he is very talented, he has good understanding, 
he catches on quickly and has a wonderful memory. He 
only lacks diligence.” 

The Chofetz Chaim turned to the boy and said 
sweetly, “My dear boy! If you are not diligent in your 
learning, there will be God Forbid a complaint against 

Hashem. So go learn well.”
They all wondered what complaint there would be 

against Hashem.
Rabbeinu said, “It says, ‘The Rock! – perfect is His 

work,’ Hashem’s work is perfect, a G-d of faith without 
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iniquity, righteous and fair is He. But the shoemakers 
ask why do the Rosh Yeshivas and great Rabbis have 
so much talent, while shoemakers don’t? Where is the 
equality. This seems, G-d forbid, like imperfection. 

But they are mistaken. There is no question against 
G-d. The world needs Rabbis and teachers, and Rosh 
Yeshivas and the world also needs shoemakers and tailors. 
The former need quick minds and good memories and 
the latter need manual dexterity. Therefore, Hashem 
divided the talents, each according to his need.

But you, son, I hear that you have excellent talents and 
you don’t want to learn. If you 
won’t be a Rosh Yeshiva, how will 
you earn a living? You’ll have to 
go be a shoemaker or a tailor. And 
this will lead to criticism: Hashem, 
here is a tailor blessed with such 
talents. Why didn’t You give 
them to us? Therefore, my dear 
boy, study Torah with the talents 
you’ve been blessed with and 
become a Rabbi or a Rosh Yeshiva 
and there won’t be any complaints 
against Hashem. (Yad Yossef)

The Chofetz Chaim added: 
It isn’t only that a person is 
required to use his talents but 
he is required to use them fully. 
It says Michael passes over the 
entire world in one go. But it 
takes Gavriel twice. (Brachos 4)  
Michael could pass over the entire world in two goes 
because there would be no one to compete with him, 
but it would be considered laziness because he could do 
it in one. (The New Chafetz Chayim, Chayei HaMussar) 

The Succah and Clouds of Glory
A man had rusty pipes and had to renovate. But times 
had changed. If they already broke the floor tiles, they 
couldn’t Heaven forefend return the tiles to where they 
were. No, today you floor with ceramic. Also the walls 
are done in white ceramic, from abroad, with a matching 
stripe, at $20 a stripe. Of course you match the floor 
tiles with a tub in the same shade. A Jacuzzi? certainly! 
Matching sink, cupboards underneath and a huge mirror 
above it with spotlights. And designer faucets. $100-$250 
dollars. There’s Italian made and German made. There’s 
from brass and gold. Then there are accessories! 

And suddenly, it hit him like a bolt of lightning: Of all 
the rooms in the apartment, - the living room, where the 
sifrei kodesh are, where we eat our Shabbos meals and 
where we welcome guests; the kitchen, the bedrooms 
– of all the rooms in the house he’s investing the most 
luxury, attention and money on the bathroom! A whole 
culture has evolved around decorating the bathroom. 

Idol worship! This is a precious Jew with a mezuzah in 
the doorway and faith in his heart who finds himself 
doing hiddur mitzvah on choosing a faucet.  

True, that when one’s head is positioned in “this world”, 
this world has no bottom. From where did the nation 
take the spoils at the sea in the splitting of the sea? The 
Egyptians decorated their horses with jewels and gems.
(Rashi Shmos 15-22). Their horses!! But look at the accessories 
on cars and you’ll get an inkling. You’ll understand the 
Ishmaelite who sold Rabbi Shimeon ben Shetach a donkey 
with a jewel around its neck that was worth a hundred 

times more (Yerushalmi B”M 2-5).
And that is exactly what Hashem 
wants us to internalize. “Leave 
your permanent home for a 
temporary one” (Succah 2). Abandon 
your home, its furniture and 
decorations and live in a shack, 
in a Succah in an abode of planks 
and a ceiling of palm fronds.
“So that your generations will 
know that I caused the Children 
of Israel to dwell in booths 
when I took them from the land 
of Egypt..” There are those who 
say that it’s to commemorate 
the Clouds of Glory that 
surrounded Israel – the symbol 
of the Shechina’s presence in the 
camp. And there are those who 
say they were actual booths of 

reeds that they built when they camped.
We have to wonder. If it’s to commemorate the 

spiritual Clouds of Glory, what is the similarity between 
our succahs and those Clouds of Glory? And if they were 
plain succahs, why do we have to commemorate them 
at all? It isn’t a miracle or something out of the ordinary. 
They sat in the succoth or surrounded by the Clouds of 
Glory every day of the year. Why did the Torah determine 
the time of Succoth as being close to the High Holidays?

The answer to all the above is the same. The Holy 
Torah wants to elevate us. The Gaon Rabbi Yeshua Attia 
ztz”l was once asked, why he didn’t move to a more 
spacious apartment. And he answered in the words 
of the verse: “[He] built himself a house, and for his 
livestock he made shelters.” (Succoth) (Breishis 33:17). 
For his real essence, for his soul, Yaakov Avinu built a 
permanent dwelling. ‘This is none other than Hashem’s 
house.” – Yaakov called (Beis Hamikdash) a house! 
(Pessachim 88) while for his flocks, for his physical needs, 
he made do with a simple, temporary succah.

Hashem led us into the desert and put us in succoth 
so that we wouldn’t put the emphasis on the apartment 
and its luxuries. Whoever sits in the Succah, merits the 
Clouds of Glory. (Ma’ayan Hamoed). 
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