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Leopards are graceful and powerful big cats, closely 
related to lions, tigers, and jaguars. They live in sub-
Saharan Africa, northeast Africa, Central Asia, India, 
and China. However, many of their populations are 
endangered, especially outside of Africa.

Most leopards are light colored with distinctive 
dark spots that are called rosettes, because they 
resemble the shape of a rose. The rosettes are 
circular in east African leopards but square in 
southern African leopards.

The leopard is the smallest species in the family of 
big cats, but compared to its size (leopards usually 
weigh between 100 and 160 pounds), its strength is 
extraordinary. Pound for pound, it is the strongest 
climber of the large cats and capable of killing prey 
larger than itself. A leopard can climb as high as fifty 
feet up a tree, while holding a dead animal in its 
mouth, even one larger and heavier than itself! One 
leopard was spotted dragging a 220-pound young 
giraffe into heavy brush to hide it.

Leopards are nocturnal animals, meaning they are 
active at night. During the day, they rest in caves, 

thick brush, or in trees. Leopards are solitary, 
preferring to live alone. They can live without 
drinking water, getting the moisture they need 
from their food. 

Leopards hunt at night. They use their vision and 
keen hearing while hunting, not their sense of 
smell. Leopards stalk and pounce, but don’t usually 
chase their prey long distances. Leopards can also 
hunt from trees, where their spotted coats allow 
them to blend in with the leaves until they spring 
with a deadly pounce. They grab their prey or swat 
it, using their retractable claws. Prey is killed with a 
bite to the throat.

Leopards growl and spit with a screaming roar 
of fury when they’re angry, and they purr when 
they’re content. They announce their presence 
to other leopards with a rasping or sawing cough. 
They also leave claw marks on trees to warn other 
leopards to stay away from somewhere. 

When it’s time for a rest, leopards like to climb 
trees and sprawl out on the branches. 

The Leopard
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Did You Know?
Leopards can hear five times more sound 

than humans. They can even hear the 
ultrasonic squeaks made by mice.
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What’s for Supper?
Leopards are carnivores, meaning they eat other animals. 
They are sly and resourceful hunters and have a very 
diversified diet. They will eat any meat item they can 
find, including monkeys, baboons, rodents, reptiles, 
amphibians, fish, antelope, cheetah cubs, and porcupines. 
They also like to eat birds and insects. 

In Africa, mid-sized antelopes provide a majority of their 
prey, especially impala and Thomson’s gazelles. 

Both lions and hyenas will take away a leopard’s kill if they 
can. To prevent this, leopards store their larger kills in 
trees where they can feed on them in relative safety.

The Circle of Life
Female leopards give birth in a cave, a 
crevice among boulders, a hollow tree, or a 
thicket, in order to make a den. The average 
litter size is two or three cubs, although it 
is possible for a leopard to give birth to six 
cubs at once, as well. The newborn cubs are 
grayish, with barely visible spots. Leopards 
are born blind and helpless, weighing less 
than two pounds. Their eyes do not open 
until four to nine days after birth. 

The female leopard hides her cubs and 
moves them from one safe location to the 
next for the first eight weeks, until they are 
old enough to begin playing and learning to 
hunt. She nurses them for three months or 
longer, but begins giving them meat when 
they are six or seven weeks old.

At around three months of age, the cubs 
begin to follow the mother on hunts. At 
one year of age, they can probably fend for 
themselves, but remain with the mother 
anyway until they are about 18–24 months 
old. Males take no part in the rearing of 
cubs.

Leopard cubs like to play “stalk, pounce, 
and chase.” Have you ever seen a house cat 
creep slowly after a bird or mouse? That’s 
stalking. A quick leap and a grab with the 
claws is a pounce, and the chase comes if 
the prey gets away. Leopard cubs play by 
practicing these behaviors on their brothers, 
sisters, and even on their mother. It’s a good 
way for them to learn how to survive when 
they get older.

Leopards can live up to 15 years in the wild 
and up to 23 years in captivity, although 40-50 
percent of cubs do not reach adulthood.
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Baby Fact:
The spots on the leopard’s hide start out 
as merged dots, separating and becoming 

distinct as the leopard grows older.
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Unique Traits
The most secretive and elusive of the large 
carnivores, the leopard is also the shrewdest. 
Admired for its distinctive beautiful fur, the 
leopard is cunning, alert, fearless, and bold.

The leopard has extraordinary attack weapons. 
It is a very agile climber and is the most 
accomplished stalker of all the big cats. Unlike 
other cats, leopards are strong swimmers and 
are one of the few cats that like water. They 
are great athletes, able to run in bursts up to 
36 mph, leap twenty feet forward in a single 
bound, and jump ten feet into the air! 

The leopard also has excellent hearing and 
eyesight, and is able to detect the slightest 
movement from half a mile away. When it 
moves, its heavily cushioned feet make it seem 
as though it is gliding rather than walking. 

The leopard is believed to be more intelligent 
than other big cats and often employs all sorts 
of clever tricks to get its prey.

A British hunter watched a leopard prepare 
for its stalk of a buffalo calf by first rolling 
in buffalo dung in order to disguise its body 
scent. This way, it could get closer to the calf 
without frightening it.

Another hunter related how the leopard 
took a camel by arousing its curiosity. The 
leopard rolled on the ground, twisting and 
turning until it got closer to the camel. When 
the camel lowered its head to examine the 
strange animal, the leopard seized the camel 
and killed it immediately.

Master of Disguise
The leopard is a master of camouflage. It is 
extremely stealthy and is well known for its 
ability to go undetected. Its coat of yellow 
with black spots is the perfect colors for 
hiding in the shadows of a forest, and it blends 
in so much with the leopard’s surroundings 
that even the trained eye of an experienced 
hunter cannot easily detect the big cat’s 
presence. This ability to be camouflaged helps 
the leopard hide from its prey.
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Leaping Leopards!  

Snow leopards are 

the world’s greatest 

leapers. They can 

jump as far as 50 

feet! 

Wacky Fact:
Leopards will swim to  
capture and eat crabs. 
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Torah Talk
The leopard isn’t the largest of the big cats. It’s 
not feared as a king of beasts. It’s not the fastest, 
either. Rather, the leopard is persistent. It is also 
intelligent and strong, and is an extremely resilient 
and adaptable hunter, which is reflected by the 
huge area through which it is dispersed.

Our Sages of blessed memory describe the leopard 
as “az.” In Pirkei Avos (5:23), Yehuda ben Taima 
advises us to be az k’nameir, bold as a leopard, 
in order to carry out the will of our Father in 
Heaven.

Elsewhere, “az,” or rather its derivative, “oz,” is 
translated as “might.” In Tehillim (29:11), we are 
told, Hashem oz l’amo yitein, Hashem yivarech es 
amo ba’shalom — “Hashem will give might to His 
people; Hashem will bless His people with peace.”

What is az-oz? What leopard-like quality are 
we supposed to have, according to Yehuda ben 
Teima? Let’s look back to the leopard for help with 
answering this.

The most famous leopard in Tanach is in the 
messianic vision of Yeshayah Hanavi (Yeshayah 
11:6), where the predator leopard lies down with 
a young goat.

The leopard is also seen as part of the oppression 
of the Jewish people. Rashi says that the leopard, 
the third creature in Daniel’s vision (Daniel 7:6), 

represents the evil kingdom of Antiochus, 
whose decrees were “spotted.”

R’ Gershon Winkler, author of Soul of the 
Matter, says that the leopard symbolizes stalking and 
patience, which then leads to sudden transformation. 
Its power is in its sudden appearance, its element 
of surprise. This is symbolic of redemption.

Putting all of this together, we have solitude, 
persistence, dispersion, resilience, patience, 
strength, intelligence, boldness, war, oppression, 
surprise, and redemption. We have the story of 
the Jewish people, who persist despite the world’s 
attempts to be rid of us.

The key to our might, the basis for our persistence, 
lies in doing the will of our Father in Heaven. If we 
follow the ways of the Torah, then, like a leopard, 
sudden transformation and redemption will come 
upon us. Let Klal Yisrael be “az k’nameir” to serve 
Hashem. That way, we’ll truly merit Hashem’s 
blessing of peace.
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Record Holder:
The world’s rarest big cat is the Amur or Manchurian 

leopard of which fewer than 35 are believed to exist. It 
is currently classed as Critically Endangered by the IUCN.
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Leopard Trivia
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1. How long is the tail of a leopard? 
a. 8–13 inches b. 15–20 inches c. 24–43 inches d. 48–60 inches 

2. With which animal is the leopard sometimes confused? 
a. jaguar b. lion c. hyena d. tiger

3. Which one of these statements is false? 
a. Leopards are good swimmers. b. Leopards use their sense of smell to hunt. c. Leopards are nocturnal.

4. The leopard flips its tail over its back and reveals its white underside when it is... 
a. hungry b. thirsty c. ready to attack d. giving a sign that it is not seeking prey

5. Where do leopards usually hide their food?  
a. nowhere — they eat it immediately b. in their den c. up a tree d. underground

Leopards can drag up to three times their 
own body weight into a tree and place it on 
branches almost twenty feet high.

Leopards are 1.5–2.6 feet tall at the 
shoulder. They are three to six feet long, and 
weigh between 82 and 200 pounds.

Leopards have thirty-two teeth, four of 
which are long, pointed canine teeth.

The leopard is the fifth largest feline in 
the world behind the tiger, lion, jaguar, and 
mountain lion. 

Each leopard’s spots are unique, similar 
to human fingerprints.

Leopards have several extra long hairs in 
the eyebrows to help protect the eyes and 
assist them in moving through vegetation in 
darkness. 

The leopard’s whiskers, as with all 
cats, have specialized sensory hairs that 
register minute changes. This enables the 
leopard to avoid objects in the dark.

Female leopards are twenty to forty 
percent smaller than males.

The white spots on the tip of their tails 
and back of their ears help leopards locate 
and communicate with each other in tall 
grass.  

King Nimrod was a great-grandson of 
Noach. He subdued a leopard, which then 
accompanied him on his hunts. According to 
some, the word “Nimrod” is Babylonian for 
“leopard-tamer.”     
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Animal Crackers:
Q. How does a leopard change its spots? 

A. When it gets tired of one spot it just moves to another. 


